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An Analytical Study of Nodleke and Atto Loth’s Thoughts about Mystical 

Letters  

  

  
Abstract  
Mystical letters are among the miracles of Quran. These mystical letters are present at the 
start of Quranic Surah’s (Chapters). These are among the mutashabihat (Analogies) of 
Quran. Muslim scholars tried to define their meanings. Like other aspects of Quran and 
Hadith orientalists talk about mystical letters of the Quran. This article analyses the 
theories of Noldeke and Otto Loth regarding mysterious letters of Quran. What are their 
views about mystical letters of the Quran? Are their views according to the Islamic point 
of view of mystical letters? What are the deviations and differences as compared to 
traditional Islamic point of view of mystical letters? This research has been analytical by 
nature, both qualitative and analytical methods have been implemented.  Analyses of the 
views of both of the scholars in the light of traditional Islamic concept of mystical letters, 
shows that Orientalists including Noldeke and Otto Loth thought that mystical letters are 
not the part of revelation. According to them these are the names of the sources from which 
different chapters of the Quran had been taken during its compilation. These are on the 
same pattern as mystical letters are present in the Jewish books. Holy Prophet had copied 
them. The present study argues that Quran being the book of Lord is unchanged and 
mystical letters are a part of it. It is further highlighted that even some orientalists argue 
that the opinion of Noldeke and Otto Loth is not correct. 
Keywords: interfaith harmony, present era, divine books, religious personalities, 
peace 
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16  
It has not been possible to find definite facts about the meaning of the logograms, 
particularly as this would have undoubtedly led to important conclusions regarding the 
composition of the Koran. They do not originate from Muhammad at all because it would 
indeed be strange if he had put such unintelligible signs in front of his revelation which, 
after all, were intended for everyone.17 

  

 
They represent letters and clusters of letters, probably marks of possession, originating 
from the owners of the koranic copies which were used in the first collection of Zayd b. 
Thabit and which found their way in to the final version of the Koran by mere 
carelessness.18 

  

 
16 See, Theodor Noldeke, The History of the Quran, ed. Wolfgang H. Behn (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 

270. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid., 271. 
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20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid., 272-3.  
22 Ibid. 
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231881) -1844Otto Loth(   

24  
It remains incomprehensible how the editors of the Koran could include the private notes 
of the former owners in the Holy book. On the other hand, the argument that 
Muhammad’s inclination for the wonderful and the obscure led him personally to device 
such signs would not seem to be strange.25 

 
23

A Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the Library of 

the India Office  
24 Otto Loth, Tabari’s Koran commentary’, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen 

Gesellschaft, 35 (1881):592-593. Cite according to Chicago 16th. 
25 Ibid., 593. 
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 :  
“Since all the relevant suras belong to the late Maccan or early Medinan period, when 
Muhammad was approaching Judaism, the letters might be kabbalistic figures.”26 

  

27 

 
26 Ibid., 594. 
27 Ibid., 602-603. 
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42 Willium Muir, Life of Mahomet, (London: Smitha & Elder Publishers, 1861), 17. 
43 Ibid., 19. 
44 Ibid., 14. 
45 Keith Massey, "A New Investigation into the Mystery Letters of the Quran," http||www.keith 

Massey.com, 2013, 497, accessed on 23 August 2020 
46 Ibid., 500. 



  

330 
 

“We have no evidence that Muhammad had access to the Christian scriptures, though it is 
just possible that fragments of the old or New Testament may have reached him through 
Chadijah or waraka other Meccan Christians, possessing MSS.”47 

  

Bell Noldekey 

  
“That suggestion, however, like others, seems impossible to carry through. We end where 
we began; the letters are mysterious, and have so far baffled interpretation.”48 

  

Hans Baur(

49  

 
47 Rodwell, J. M, The Karan (London: Dentt Publishers, 1909), 10.  
48 Richard Bell, Introduction to the Quran (New York: T.T. Clark Company, 1937), 57. 
49 Hans Bauer, Uber die Anordnung der Suren und aber die geheimnisvollen Buchstaben im Qoran, 

Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft, 75 (1921): 1-20. 
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These letters always follow the bismillah, and we have seen reasons to think that the 
bismillah belongs to the text and not to the editing. It seems probable, therefore, that these 
letters also belong to the composition of the text, and were not external marks added 
either in Muhammad’s life-time or by later compiler.51 

 

52

  
“The readers will soon observe that much of what follows is based on facts already 
established by scholars who have dealt with problems related to the composition and 
textual history of the Koran.”53 

 
50 Bell, Introduction to the Quran, 55. 
51 Ibid., 57. 
52 Ibid., 54. 
53 James A. Bellamy, "Old Abbreviations of the Basmalah," Journal of the American Oriental 

Society 93 no. 3 (1973), 271.  
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