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Epidemics and Diseases in Algeria during the French Colonial

Period, 1830-1962

Medjahed Yamina
Fatiha Kharroubi

Abstract: This article examines the epidemiological history of Algeria during the
period of French colonial rule (1830-1962), with a particular focus on major
epidemics and endemic diseases and their demographic, social, and political
repercussions. Framed against the contemporary global experience of COVID-19,
the study situates historical epidemics—such as plague, cholera, malaria, typhus,
smallpox, and tuberculosis—within broader patterns of colonial domination,
environmental degradation, and social vulnerability. Drawing on medical reports,
colonial statistics, and historical narratives, the article demonstrates that repeated
epidemic outbreaks, especially during the nineteenth century, contributed
significantly to population decline among Muslim communities, particularly in
the first decades of colonization. It argues that these health crises were
exacerbated by famine, forced displacement, poor housing conditions, and
inadequate sanitation, most notably during catastrophic episodes such as the
famine of 1868. The study further analyzes colonial public health responses,
including quarantine measures, regulation of pilgrimage, and the gradual
development of anti-malaria and anti-tuberculosis programs, highlighting both
their scientific significance and their political dimensions. Special attention is
given to tuberculosis, which emerged as a leading cause of mortality in the
twentieth century and was only effectively controlled after independence through
a nationally coordinated program later cited by the World Health Organization as
a model. Overall, the article underscores that epidemics in colonial Algeria were
not merely biological phenomena but were deeply intertwined with structures of
colonial power, economic exploitation, and social inequality, offering important
historical insights for understanding present-day public health challenges.
Keywords: Epidemics, history, French colonial, Algeria, population,
Tuberculose, Choléra, Paludisme.
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La peste est une anthropozoonose causée par le bacille Yersinia pestis
Découvert par Yersin en 1894.
Le principal vecteur de la peste est Xenopsylla cheopis, espéce cosmopolite
vivant aux dépens de plusieurs rongeurs et insectivores, le plus souvent le rat
noir Modele de transmission : rongeurs-puces-humains.
3 formes : peste bubonique, peste septicémique, peste pneumonique.

Elle peut étre traitée efficacement par les ATB si le diagnostic est fait a temps.
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Sources : AOM, GGA, 16h/83 et 16h/84.
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YArnold David. Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in
Nineteenth-Century India, Berkeley, University of California Press, 1993).

27

—
| —



Al-Milal (January-June 2025)
Vol. 7, No. 1 ISSN: 2663-4392

&I 2y 210 300 Ll 80b 2ax dngn kS OIS bl Ll Bhlas a2 Lo L
oan DdEl (oM Las) e 356 el e Ll desll A dnide e ST 40 L aas
Sy B.C.G) oo il ponnts (ool Gt wd pmslarly 2 Jie 29 el Y
(Edmond Sergent) sl Osail jsS1 &l LaT Lo 1y et i) lebadt s el
(Membre de I'Institut et Directeur de 54U juul dgas (3 ey siae o)lusl

Institut Pasteur d’Alger).
sUg Jta SO g sde blis sl odn (3 ) cbg jlal st gl B aer o Wlad aa
1919 w20 s 559 ) (P.Besson) sl 31 ¢ 191260 3 14 0o @ L
s o) DL i ol by Last Olsie o (R.Guéguen) s o6 g aul, )l ellis,
1924 (L’infection de la tuberculose chez les indigenes musulmans <,

du Gourara Sahara Oranais) .
YChaulet Pierre. Repéres pour une histoire de la tuberculose en Algérie. In

wwww santemaghreb.com/algerie.(
32) (B.C.G) .o (Ui Ml abed) 3b e <ol (la prévention) 2,
AL b slas W J (H Rougerief) ji ews 1924-1925-1926 g
(Vaccination anti-tuberculeuse en Algérie par le vaccin B.C.G
=) (B.C.G)z. (ol Wispendant les années 1924-1925-1926).
1932. ¢ 19305
S a- 500 Q) 400 o Gy ol 28 oY) Jame 08 ¢ 1954 5 1938 e o
CSdes i ¢ Al G 60 jLas) 018y ¢ Gaie s Wl (T 30 6 ¢ 20100000
35 cde 9 il O sae 3 colly 2l Sl iy B B2 pB sds jfasal ks
Opar ¢ @I 3 2 M B e Sl OV 09 3 0558 L) o i 195400 8
Lot Y ¢ el ] Jso sl oS ol el paill (oY) 0oy Bl 3yl e i)
(L JBs el s o A cntdl
Rakaia Lgailbl )" L) (20t apl) Aot Tam S 533 ol e BCG a5 o2
BCG W gobs ¢ o ¢ B3 2l 04 dn (JULYI 28y Lol Ggially 2l 2l
1962.5 1949 e o ol JUY 2l e
Olpags deolall A1 (3 dawsadll Slaanad) pldl oo LB sae 3 a2zl ) 2l s ¢
959 S5 ¢ Al s ¢ i <UL 31950 51946 e o ¢ i,

—

28

—t'



Al-Milal (January-June 2025)
Vol. 7, No. 1 ISSN: 2663-4392

(La chronologie de la création 3iabi gagey Sliwgaudl stisy ol fododl
1919 ale 3 st s caiil ¢ A 3 Lt Llas spim rs>»des dispensaires)
pts 1923 ple 3 ¢ (rue de Metz a Belcourt) [, 3 s gl @ Crogend) elis) ¢
Oyt 550 05" 1929 ole 3 (la rue Lazerges a Bab El Oued). s b 3 o3V
rogies « 1934 ole 3 ¢ centre Lucien Raynaud au Ruisseau) ) seqs, & 253,
(du pavillon Laennec) &b i oo Jidl 3l 3 « (Léon Bernard) sy, o5
it (3 Jod) s (RIS oy Crogins GUHL ¢ ¢ 1936 ole (3 ¢ daas iz 3
& « (du boulevard de Verdun) .3 > civssy (Phopital Birtraria)yi,
e 3 e el Bl 3 ¢ il Y Ll olail s ¢ (@ 1a Casbah) )
1914-1918.

Sl gins cozl w2 S day ¢ ¢ 1924 oo (3 tdaidy O1ag e ST (3 ot Wil o5
RRCKCORE WS A (O WPFFCH Y W S

Béni g & J 2} Jaasan diiee ol ¢ 1947 2 500 Gandl o 5ls
sl dl cierl CHU Béni Messous) Wi~ 1950 (5 1948 .le o (Messous)
CQ nE aeV e &3 oslbll b § el aey Birtraria. issesy dbas diies
Osd 3 5 a8 e bt 200 1500 23, ¢ ¢ (1950 - 1954 ) e o ple S
¢ 1950z 3. ks itz 3 (Léon Bernard de I'hopital Mustapha) s.,
333 &5 oo AL < (Djebel Belloua) gl L & dvs sl ¢

25 Jol gy s We 1953 5t 3 (Iisoniazide) ayligal was slps Sl i
- 2l

st o Lyl (une chimiothérapie triple) s SLeSh 230 ¢ 1960 e Lo
of el ol

S sl e s « 1972 51966 e o Lty Lol aodlSL by sl sty bt ¢
36 Aal) Slelladll e @ Rall SV e (aaS gl Ogfli clbl JUB1 s (3 Ll
L gall SV mad Tes 12 500 21 Sblall (3 a8 =3l (g el ool g
U 1 Bl el Y gn 53V 2t JUbY) eadk BCG i by

AN O waz gl ozl eSS Jo) ¢ 1969 sle (3 ¢ aball o5 e Slaze
oY ead oS 2 ens @ ¢ 1980 ple 3 ¢ ¢ Bes 12 500 251 (3 £ 501 3 050

29

—
| —



Al-Milal (January-June 2025)
Vol. 7, No. 1 ISSN: 2663-4392

(2 slyjlmy iy, Jols iz 3y ¢ g5l 6 ) o Ay sl s ) el e

rifampicine et du pyrazinamide).

ol 1 andl el oldiad) ST el ol Gl 2 sl 1967 e i
> £ kmal olelad) ¢ olisad o sadadl Slaasdl Ol dmsldl Olidaad JU
hlazal 4 hsds ¢ olizall ol il JSUA s 3 il L) a0l Slis gt
ol 1993 ez oS 4wl d) glayl juds Y1 il Sl Jolely Ll oL 2l
DOTS st o ¢ Jdl 23S0 300 amdliol (TOMS) adl) i)l dcsie o
et Gl jead oS 2l s ey 2std) ST & el 2l 2ol ns il e

le 215

LoM31-5

L SIS (Peste)osellall an¥ly 21 jliw) ajlensa¥l spdl ol g4 coe o
s (Typhoide)g,itt ¢ (Variole)uwssad « (Typhus) esadd bW ((Choléra)
ol e OYYN N ] ool L i anldl QA ALD oozl &)
Sl (Adly g5 825V s S O Bo Jo B UL O R g Bl Loy
bl Olé me (il gl e modl s S (1868),1866 ,1851 ,1844
AUV Coin 3 Logwes « 1867-1868 0 sull s1dll (3 Lo guas wblladl)
Dt Gpptaly e wnldl G A B ST by 285 Gl el
L oP M sl @ Al Bl okl e
At Ul Sl jes e
Ciadl die ] ebial) Sl b meae @l ¢ WS o0 OSG L 2 s A
- i o B e S5V
ilisy Slnzte DLV g2, 4ol Aanlall Aol 2l e bt 2ol of A58 B0 0Y) Loy s
e s Wy DL Sl 0555 ¢ (2yald Jalal 5 dny Sy syl s sLail
Pour en savoir plus :
* Abid Larbi. La pratique médicale en Algérie de 1830 a nos jours. Ed.
ANEP 2008.
* Abid Larbi. L’Institut Pasteur d’Algérie et la lutte antituberculeuse.
Archives de U'Institut Pasteur d’Algérie. 2018.

* Abid Larbi. Les épidémies en Algérie a travers les siécles. Journal
Universitaire Médical, Alger 1 JUMA) 2020.
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