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Evolution of the Concept of Citizenship in the Islamic Thought:
An Analysis
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Abstract

The concept of citizenship is one of the pillars upon which the modern civil state
was built. The concept of citizenship can be considered as the basic guarantee
for both the government and individuals to clarify the relationship between them,
since under this right individuals can acquire and apply their rights freely and
also based on this right the state can regulate how society members perform the
duties imposed on them, which will contributes to the development of the state
and society .The term citizenship has been used in a wider perspective, itimplies
the nationality of the State where the citizen obtains his civil, political, economic,
social, cultural and religious rights and is free to exercise these rights in
accordance with the Constitution of the State and the laws governing thereof and
without prejudice to the interest. In return, he has an obligation to perform duties
vis-a-vis the state so that the state can give him his rights that have been agreed
and contracted.This paper seeks to explore firstly, the modern connotation of
citizenship where it is based on the idea of rights and duties. Thus the modern
ideal of citizenship is based on the relationship between the individual and the
state. The Islamic civilization was spanned over fourteen centuries and there
were certain laws and regulations governing the relationship between the
citizens and the state, this research will try to discover the main differences
between the classical concept of citizenship and the modern one, also this
research will show us the results of this change in this concept . The research
concludes that the new concept of citizenship is correct one and the one that can
fit to our contemporary life and the past concept was appropriate for their time
but the changes in the world force us to apply and to rethink again about this
concept.

Keywords: Citizenship, Muslim - Non-Muslim, Dhim1 ,A’qd , al-Dhimmah
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