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Abstract: This paper will comparatively analyze the Biblical Exegesis and the Islamic Tafsir, in terms of their respective interpretative methodologies and their theological bases. It will explore how the different frames help to explain the word in Christianity versus that of Islam. Both use terms like Hermeneutics, Exegesis, and Critical Analysis to describe God's meanings. The research study deals with major terms like Tafsir bil Ma'thur and Tafsir bil Ra'y in Islam, while corresponding to Hermeneutics in Christianity. Historical and contextual analysis also comes under its category, something as Asbab al-Nuzul of Islam and the Historical-Critical Method in Christianity. Results manifest very extreme differences between adaptability and stiffness in interpretation. More flexibility shows Christian Exegesis and Jewish Midrash, which has set all possibilities open for thematic and allegorical readings, whereas Islamic Tafsir is rather literal and still lodged within traditions. These findings have helped make deeper interpretations of the understanding of sacred texts, as well as foster interfaith dialogue, with both similarities and differences pertinent to Christian and Islamic approaches. More broadly speaking, such research has contributed to the field of comparative religion and theology in indicating areas in which the application of interpretive methods leads toward variations in religious practice, care regarding doctrinal consistency, and the implementation of ethical teachings in both religions.
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Introduction
Interpretation of sacred texts was a core practice in both faiths, Christianity and Islam. Both religions have created sophisticated theories relating to the comprehension of the holy books: Exegesis for the Bible and Tafsir for the Qur'an. These olden traditions stress on an understanding of the divine will as manifested within the scripture of each religion, but the methodologies that they operate under are different because of different theological perspectives.
Such study of the Bible within Christianity often takes the form of Hermeneutics, a careful science of interpretation for religious or literary texts, which helps in getting deeper meanings associated with the text (Thiselton, 2009). The Islamic counterpart to this is Tafsir which involves the literal meanings of the Qur'an much of the time, supplemented by the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad himself, called Hadith. This paper focuses on some major terms such as Exegesis, Critical Analysis, and Mafhum (meaning), which illustrate how both these traditions interpret their texts.
Problem Statement
This is due to the fact that even though they have the same goal, which is to seek divine truths, Biblical Exegesis and Islamic Tafsir are vastly disparate in their approaches. Although more fluid and thematic in nature, the approach taken by the Christian Exegesis is relatively literature-bound and lesser textbook-bound in nature. In contrast, the approach of the Islamic Tafsir takes on a more literal and book-bound approach. At times, it is hard to understand how each tradition's particular terms would go on to shape a broader theological discourse. This article thus seeks to bridge the gap by comparing these terms and concepts.
Research Objectives:
1. Hermeneutics of Biblical Exegesis vs. Islamic Tafsir; methodology and theological underpinning comparison.
2. In this regard, the interpretation method with the help of alternative approaches like Hermeneutics, Tafsir bil Ma'thur, and Tafsir bil Ra'y will impact the interpretations made about holy texts on Christianity and Islam.
3.  Historical-contextual analysis plays a decisive role in the building of scriptural interpretation, such as Asbab al-Nuzul in Islam and the Historical-Critical Method in Christianity.
4.  Compare and contrast literal, allegorical, and moral interpretations of text both in Christian and Islamic traditions.
5. Analyze how these approaches impact the conduct of religious practice, the level of doctrinal cohesiveness, and the application of ethics within both belief systems.
6.  Whether or not flexibility or rigidity in the interpretation methods allows a sacred book of religion to adapt easily to everyday issues existing in both the two belief systems.
Significance of the Article and Contribution to SDG Goals
This study offers valuable insights into the traditions of interpretation within Christianity and Islam, contributing to the fields of theology, religious studies, and comparative religion. Additionally, it aligns with and fulfills several Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically 4 (Quality Education), 10 (Reduced Inequalities), and 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions). The article contributes to these goals in the following ways:
1. SDG 4: Quality Education  
· The research deepens knowledge of Biblical Exegesis and Islamic Tafsir, enhancing understanding of sacred text interpretation methodologies.  
· By providing a comparative analysis of these interpretive traditions, the study promotes inclusive and equitable education in theology and comparative religion, benefiting scholars, students, and educators.  
· The dissemination of this research fosters critical thinking and scholarly inquiry, core aspects of quality education.
2. SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities  
· The article highlights both the shared and distinct interpretive traditions of two major world religions, fostering mutual respect and understanding between Christian and Muslim communities.  
· By emphasizing interfaith dialogue, the research challenges stereotypes and reduces cultural and religious prejudices, contributing to the broader goal of reducing inequalities based on religion or belief.  
· It also provides an avenue for marginalized or minority voices within both traditions to engage in theological discourse.
3. SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions  
· This research fosters interfaith understanding and dialogue, which are essential for building peaceful and inclusive societies.  
· By discussing the flexible and rigid interpretative approaches, the study identifies ways in which sacred texts can be applied to address modern issues such as governance, social justice, and ethics, contributing to the development of strong and just institutions.  
· The comparative framework developed can be utilized in interfaith initiatives to resolve conflicts and misunderstandings, strengthening peace-building efforts globally.

The study proves to be fruitful in illustrating insights on the traditions of interpretation within both Christianity and Islam. Through this, the present research sheds light on further comparative religion and theology. The relevance of the study is elaborated in the following areas:
1. Deepening Knowledge on Interpretation of Holy Texts  
   - A comparative analysis of Biblical Exegesis and Islamic Tafsir represents a deepening of knowledge about how two major world religions treat their holy texts. Understanding the methodologies behind discovering meanings in these texts will be considered valuable knowledge by scholars of theology, religious studies, and comparative religion.
2. Religions and Theology  
   - The study provides theological insights into the ways in which interpretative approaches have influenced beliefs, practices, and moral behavior within Christianity and Islam. Understanding how Hermeneutics and Tafsir bil Ra’y shape religious doctrine clarifies the interpretative processes that guide faith communities and their practices.
3. Discussion Across Cultures and Faiths  
   - In a globalizing world where interfaith understanding has become increasingly important, this research brings the two significant worlds of Christianity and Islam closer together. It encourages discussion on both the commonalities and differences in how these faiths interpret their scriptures. This contributes to reducing mutual misunderstandings and enhancing respect between the two communities.
4. Real-Life Application in Modern Contexts  
   - By comparing the flexible and rigid approaches used when interpreting sacred texts, the study explores how rigid interpretations can be adjusted to address modern issues such as social justice, ethics, and governance. This is particularly advantageous for scholars, spiritual leaders, and followers who seek to apply ancient teachings to contemporary problems.
In sum, this article not only advances academic discourse but also serves as a practical tool for promoting education, reducing inequalities, and fostering peace in increasingly interconnected and pluralistic societies. Through its contribution to interfaith dialogue, theological understanding, and real-world applications, it addresses contemporary challenges and supports the broader goals of the SDGs.


Literature Review
Biblical Exegesis
Biblical Exegesis is the critical explanation and exegesis of scripture in a detailed way. In the Christian world, scholars apply the art of Exegesis to contextualize the history, language, and theology that underpin the Bible. Craig Blomberg (2013) has outlined the general principles involved in the process, indicating that the activity of interpretation—unveiling the meaning of a verse or passage—is fundamental (Gorman, 2020).
Islamic Tafsir
Islamic Tafsir attempts to explain the meaning of the Qur'anic verses for the Muslims to grasp the devine rules hidden in the words. Traditional Tafsir, just like Tafsir Bil Ma'thur, relies strictly on the Hadith and what the Prophet's companions explained. The technique uses Mafhum to the full in order to extract the literal or fundamental meaning derived from the Qur'anic verses (Ogden & Richards, 1989). The remaining interpretations called Tafsir Bil Ra'y rely on reason, but are bound to remain within the doctrinal implications.
Hermeneutics and Critical Analysis
In Christianity, Hermeneutics is a core term used to define the study and interpretation of religious texts. Anthony C. Thiselton (2009) further explains that Hermeneutics is not only focused on the interpretation of scripture but is also focused on understanding the deeper meaning of it. Similarly, Critical Analysis (Culler, 2000) consists of the exhuming of the depth of a text in search for the veiled meaning and similarly Islamic scholars approached the interpretation based on the Hadith concept, Asbab al-Nuzul, that helps in elucidation of the circumstances that prompted the revelation of certain verses.
Thematic Interpretation and Diagnosis
Other traditions also make use of thematic and diagnostic practices. Thematic interpretation is defined as the process of finding recurrent themes in the text, which enlighten one about its deeper meanings. Robert M. Price (2015) argues that thematic interpretation is found in Biblical research as the quest to find the themes in the Book of the Bible, just as Islamic scholars apply Tadabbur for deep reflection over verses in the Quran and extracting central ideas. Whereas diagnosis is based on an interpretation of specific elements of the text to understand their proper meaning (Osborne, 2006).
Typology
Typology is a specific type of Biblical interpretation where Old Testament events, persons, or institutions are regarded as foreshadowing or symbolizing later events, especially in the New Testament. It is sometimes symbolical. Often in this method, emphasis is placed on symbolic connections, like seeing Moses in some sense as a "type" of Christ with Old Testament events being precursors to New Testament truths.
Allegorical Interpretation
Allegorical interpretation attempts to find deeper, symbolic meanings than those presented in the biblical text. This often requires the text itself to be an extended metaphor for moral or spiritual lessons. Specifically, this method was very common with early Christian writings because Church Fathers like Augustine describe the stories in the Old Testament as allegories for Christian teachings.
Textual Criticism
Biblical manuscripts must be subjected to textual criticism, which is a scholarly method for investigating the veracity of the text. Textual criticism deals with the authority of the text itself, that is, evaluating ancient manuscripts, translations, and citations in order to reconstruct as well as possible the original text.
Historical-Critical Method
The historical-critical method seeks to interpret the Bible by considering its historical context, including the culture, society, and political situations in which it was written (Culler, 2000). This method involves examining the origins of the text, the historical events it describes, and the worldview of its authors.
Midrash
Midrash is a Jewish form of scriptural interpretation that tries to explain, interpret, or even expand on the narratives and laws found in the Hebrew Bible. This method does an interpretation together with narration by using imagination and dialogue to probe into deeper meanings (Ismail, 2020). The difference in Christian and Islamic interpretations is based on their respective traditions as well as rabbinic thought.
Moral Interpretation
Moral Interpretation is the approach both in Christianity and Islam; in which the principal function is upon biblical or Qur'anic teachings in ethics and moral living. In Christian Exegesis, there is an attraction to teachings on conduct and choice in how one should lead a morally upright life based on biblical precepts (Gorman, 2020). Similar to this is Islamic Tafsir, which commonly aims at ethical direction received from the Qur'an.
Literal Interpretation
Literal meaning "maintains that scripture should be comprehended simply according to the literal, simple meaning of its words, not by looking for a deeper or symbolic meaning. Literal meaning is seen by Christians and Islamic people as the most literal means to interpret holy texts (Blomberg, 2013; Rippin, 2012).
Interpretative Methods in the Islamic Tradition Tafsir Bil Ma’thur (Traditional Islamic Interpretation):
Tafsir Bil Ma'thur is the most commonly employed technique for exegesis of the Qur'an based on Hadith - sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, and the sayings of the companions of the Prophet. Tafsir Bil Ma'thur posits that literal interpretation of the Qur'an will ensure that the interpretation is not advanced beyond the early ideas in Islamic thought and practice (Keshavarzian, 2007).
Tafsir Bil Ra’y (Reason-Based Interpretation)
Tafsir Bil Ra'y: The use of personal reasoning in the interpretation of the Qur'an, provided it remains under the Islamic principles. Being flexible than Tafsir Bil Ma'thur while not going beyond the boundaries of Islamic law (Lichtenstadter, 1974).
Asbab al-Nuzul (Reasons for Revelation)
Asbab Al-Nuzul- Asbab Al-Nuzul is the name given to the circumstances or reasons behind the revelation of a particular set of verses of the Qur'an. This method is crucial in the interpretation process if one wishes to gain knowledge about the context of a specific verse, as some of these verses may have been revealed at specific times wherein certain events or conflicts had occurred. It is, therefore, quite similar to the historical-critical method implemented in Christian Exegesis (Rippin, 2012).
Conclusion on Interpretative Methods
Among these interpretive modes—Exegesis, Hermeneutics, Typology, Allegorical Interpretation, Textual Criticism, Historical-Critical Method, Midrash, Moral Interpretation, Literal Interpretation, Tafsir Bil Ma'thur, Tafsir Bil Ra'y, and Asbab Al-Nuzul—there develops much discussion concerning the attitude toward holy texts in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Each of these traditions employs its distinct combination of historical, ethical, and doctrinal approaches to the practice of applying the teaching offered by a holy text to religious thought and action.
Among the methods used in Biblical Exegesis are Typology and Allegorical Interpretation, which give a somewhat symbolic interpretation of the Bible while other methods, such as Textual Criticism and the Historical-Critical Method, focus on accurate texts preserved historically. Christian scholars tend to deal in thematic, allegorical, or critical methods for easy interpretation.
Jewish Midrash is the art of narration woven together with legal exegesis through narratives and legal explications from which are drawn further spiritual and moral lessons than what one finds in the Hebrew Bible. Both Christianity and Judaism have two strands: Moral Interpretation and Literal Interpretation, both of which play significant roles in delineating the way in which adherents are supposed to live in accord with religious tenets.
Of course, there are different methods in Tafsir in Islam, such as Tafsir Bil Ma'thur, through which early traditions and Qur'anic literal meanings can be limited. However, Tafsir Bil Ra'y introduced flexibility through reasoning; the Asbab Al-Nuzul provided the proper historical context to understand the circumstances under which these revelations of the Qur'an were made.
Taken altogether, each manner of interpretative method decidedly influences the effectiveness of scripture interpretation as a dependent variable. Each combination of symbolic, literal and historical approaches impacts how religious communities come to understand and implement their sacred texts in relationships to the theological diversity which exists amongst Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.
Discussion
A comparative analysis of methods of interpretation in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam brings out similarities and differences of views on the sacred text in these three religious’ traditions. The following section discusses those results with regard to religious practice implications, consistency in theological emphasis, and flexibility to modern contexts.
1. Rigidity vs Flexibility in Interpretive Methodologies
Among them is the flexibility of interpretation in Christian Exegesis and Jewish Midrash when compared to the more inflexible approach taken by Islamic Tafsir.
Christian Exegesis, since it is guided by Hermeneutics, can make use of the literal, allegorical, and moral interpretations. This is what opens ways for Christian scholars to submit current issues toward a more fixed path that does not go against or deny the basic theological propositions. By using Typology and Allegorical Interpretation in Exegesis, it depicts that Christianity has been very able to interpret scriptural content and assist in filling emerging social, ethical, and political considerations. The obvious example can be seen in the use of typological interpretation by using Old Testament figures, such as the use of Moses as a "type" of Christ where there is permission for symbolic reading that makes better sense of ancient words for modern readers (Gorman, 2020).
Similarly, in Judaism, the work of Midrash is flexible as it joins legal exegesis with imaginative storytelling, thus capable of creating many layers of interpretation. When using this method, there are legal and spiritual insights that enrich the interpretative processes; thus, interaction between the tradition and innovation comes alive. The flexibility of Midrash ensures that Jewish teachings can evolve to apply against new challenges without losing their hold on the sacred word (Ismail, 2020).
On the other hand, for example, Islamic Tafsir focuses on literal and traditional understanding of the Qur'an specifically in Tafsir Bil Ma'tur. Such dogmatism would ensure that interpretations stay as close as possible to the original thought of Islam so that the doctrine of the holy book of Islam remains intact. However, such rigidness could confine the flexibility of the doctrines of the holy book in the Qur'an to be applied to modern times. However, Tafsir Bil Ra'y introduces flexibility of interpretation as it relies on reason-based understanding. The software may have a context-specific interpretation in the context of the Quran and Sunnah (Rippin, 2012).
2. Role of Socio-Historic and Culturo-Linguistic Context in the Interpretation process
The historic and cultural setting in which both Christian and Islamic traditions were originally written shall be considered. This paper will establish that the Historical-Critical Method in Christianity and Asbab Al-Nuzul of Islam are similarly employed for the setting of the storybook account within its frame of history.
In Christianity, the use of the Historical-Critical Method enlightens the social, political, and cultural context in which the Bible was written. This method of study sheds light on the motivations that happened in biblical authors, along with the events that shaped their writing, and thereby develops a better comprehension of the text. The fact that this method focuses on historical context makes it bridge the gap between ancient scripture and modern application, and therefore, the use of biblical teachings transcends inappropriate contexts (Culler, 2000).
Consequently, Asbab Al-Nuzul occupies a very strategic position in Tafsir when it writes down the particular circumstances or events occasioning the revelation of certain verses of the Qur'ān. Such an approach helps the interpreters to not stray from the original context in which the revelation was made but rather to make better sense of the intended meaning of those verses. As it is with the Historical-Critical Method, Asbab Al-Nuzul represents one of the starting points for analyzing how the Quran was revealed and sometimes why a particular verse might be more applicable in certain situations (Rippin, 2012).
Recommendations for Future Research
The comparative study of Biblical Exegesis and Islamic Tafsir has revealed rich insights into the interpretative methodologies and their implications in religious practice. However, several areas remain underexplored, providing opportunities for future research:
1. Expansion of Comparative Analysis to Other Religious Traditions 
Future research could explore comparative studies between Islamic Tafsir and the exegesis methods of lesser-studied religious traditions, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, or Sikhism. This could provide a broader understanding of how sacred texts are interpreted across a wider range of spiritual contexts.
2. Impact of Modernity on Interpretation Practices 
While this study touched on flexibility and rigidity in interpretation, a deeper examination of how modernity and technological advancements influence the interpretation of sacred texts would be valuable. For instance, research could analyze the role of artificial intelligence and digital tools in scriptural interpretation and their reception among traditional scholars.
3.Practical Applications of Comparative Interpretations
There is potential for future studies to examine how the comparative insights gained from Biblical Exegesis and Islamic Tafsir can be practically applied to address global issues. For example, research could explore their role in fostering interfaith dialogue, resolving ethical dilemmas, or addressing social justice concerns.
4. Dynamic Interpretive Methodologies in Response to Global Challenges
   Given the increasing interconnectedness of global communities, there is a need to explore how scriptural interpretation can adapt to address global crises such as climate change, human rights violations, and economic disparities. This research could identify innovative ways religious texts are being interpreted to remain relevant in addressing these challenges.
By addressing these areas, future research can contribute significantly to the understanding of interpretative methodologies, fostering both academic enrichment and practical benefits in interfaith dialogue and religious practice.
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